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Synposi um and Conmenorati ve D nner
Honor abl e John Cratsl ey, Co-Chair
Honor abl e Geral di ne Hi nes, Co-Chair

A synposiumwi || be held on Septenber 22, 2009, at the
Boston Public Library to explore the historical origin of the
Superior Court, the inpact of themes such as judici al
i ndependence in notable cases, and future chall enges facing the
court. Professor Stephen Burbank of the University of
Pennsyl vani a Law School and National Public Radio host Tom
Ashbrook will serve as panel noderators. Follow ng the
synposium United States Suprene Court Justice Stephen G Breyer
will deliver the keynote address at a comrenorative di nner
hosted by the Suprene Judicial Court Historical Society and the
Massachusetts Bar Associ ati on.

Refl ecti ons Honor abl e Judith Fabricant, Chair

Approxi mately 50 current and former justices have witten
essays about their experiences and reflections as a Superior
Court judge. These will be published by the Social Law Library.

Massachusetts Law Revi ew

The fall issue of the Massachusetts Law Review wi |l be
dedi cated to the Superior Court. Topics include articles
about the founding of the court, summary judgnent, the
evol ution of discovery, traditions and nores of the court,
static exhibits and public history, novels in which the
Superior Court plays a role, and how changes in the court
have affected the practice of |aw

Static Exhibits Honor abl e Paul Chernoff, Co-Chair
Honor abl e Julian Houston (ret.), Co-Chair

Static exhibits will be installed in jury assenbly roons
across the Commonweal th on such topics as separation of powers,
t he i ndependence of the judiciary, the jury system and subjects
of local or regional interest.



County Events and Prograns

Bar nst abl e County Honor abl e Robert Rufo, Chair

. Witten history of Barnstable Superior Court
o0 In collaboration with the Barnstable County Sheriff
| nmate Graphic Arts Program 5,000 copies will be
distributed to jurors, schools, historical societies,
and the general public beginning in March.

. Phot ographi ¢ and static exhibit displayed in the Barnstable
Superior Courthouse
. School program at Barnstable Performng Arts Center ~ Apri

14, 15, & 16
o Vignettes depicting fanpbus crimnal and civil cases
tried in the Barnstable Superior Court will be
performed by the Barnstable H gh School Drama C ub.
Anticipate a total audience of 1,500 students over
t hree days.

. Educati onal and Cel ebratory Event at Barnstabl e Superi or
Court house ~ Law Day, May 1 from 11-1 PM

0o This event is co-sponsored by the Barnstable County
Bar Associ ation with nusical entertai nnment provided by
the Cape Cod Synphony Orchestra.

o Wnners of the high school graphic art contest to
design a pictorial postmark commenorating the 150'"
anniversary will be announced.

. Barnstable Village Tour ~ June 12 from 4-7 PM
0 A guided historic walking tour of Barnstable Village
i ncluding a tour of the courthouse.
0 Reception followng at the Barnstable Hi storical
Society’s Dani el Davis House in Barnstable Village.

Ber kshi re County Honor abl e Dani el Ford, Chair

. Local Cabl e Tel evi sion Prograns:

o The history and work of the Superior Court — Chief
Justice Barbara Rouse and Judges Dani el Ford and John
Agostini .

o Crimnal program - the staging of nock hearings on a
nmotion to suppress, sentencing, and bail that wll be
distributed to schools on a CD-ROM for classroom
di scussion. Participants include D strict Attorney
Davi d Capel ess, Sheriff Carnen Massim ano, attorneys,
and Judge Dani el Ford.

o Guvil program - the staging of nock hearings on a
prelimnary injunction and other civil matters that
will be distributed to schools on a CD ROM for
cl assroom di scussion. Participants include attorneys
and Judge John Agosti ni .




Bristol County Honor abl e Robert Kane, Chair
Honor abl e Frances MciIntyre, Co-Chair

. "Justice: The Bristol County Superior Court, 1859-2009" at
the A d Colony Hi storical Society, 66 Church Street,
Taunton ~ February 19 through May 8

o The exhibit will offer anobng other attractions, visual
and witten illustrations of the Superior Court's
establishment at Taunton in 1859, notorious trials in
t he Superior Court such as the "Bicycle Bandit" in
1896 and the 1923 trial of a serial killer as well as
a look at the construction of the original and
standi ng Superior Courthouses.

. Hi gh School Students Visit the New Bedford Superior
Court house ~ March 12

o Teaned with an assistant district attorney or defense
attorney, Fall River H gh School students will have an
opportunity to watch a trial or notion hearing, to
question a | awyer about the proceedings, and to
di scuss with the lawer what it takes to becone a
menber of the bar. The programw |l end with a
di scussi on anong the bench, bar, and students about
t he use of |anguage and skills in w nning |egal
argunent s.

. Synposi um on the Last Public Hanging in Bristol County ~
March 12 from6:30 - 8:00 PM at New Bedford Superior
Cour t house

0 In Decenber of 1894, Daniel Robertson was put to death
by hanging, the last public hanging in Bristol County.
Paul Cyr, Curator of Special Collections at the New
Bedford Public Library, wll bring us back to those
times by dramatically re-enacting the case and
chronicling the county's strong sentinments against
capital punishnent; of 435 executions in Massachusetts
from 1630 to 1947, only five occurred in Bristol
County.

. Synposiumon Geat MII| Fire ~ April 15 at Bristol
Communi ty Col | ege
0 On the norning of Septenber 19, 1874, fire broke out

in Ganite MII # 1 that had been built with a pitched
barn roof. The fire trapped many of the young workers
in the attic who were unable to reach the stair
towers. They were therefore forced to choose between
burning to death or junping five stories to the
ground. Subsequent |awsuits were di sm ssed by the
Bristol County Superior Court. On appeal of the "test
case," the Suprene Judicial Court stated the
applicable law. an enployer had no duty "to provide
means of escape or to ensure the safety of the




servant." This synposiumw || go back to that tine,
exploring the court's response to the case and
exam ni ng how the | aw has changed since that tine.

Lecture by Dr. WIIliam Hanna on the exhibit at the Ad
Col ony Historical Society in Taunton ~ April 16 at 7 PM

Synposi um on Sel ected Issues in the "Big Dan's" Trial ~ My
7 from5-7 PMat Fall River Superior Courthouse

(0]

Judge Ll oyd Macdonald will |ead a panel nmade up of
trial participants, including the trial judge and
representatives of the press, to discuss their

t houghts on what adm nistrative, |ogistical, and
strategic adjustnents were necessary for the

simul taneous trial of two conplex cases. The panel

w Il also discuss the conpeting clains of free
trial/free press and what inpact the trial had on an
evol vi ng under standi ng of gender and ethnic

st er eot ypi ng.

Synposiumon Trial of Charles Cuffee at Sout hern New
Engl and School of Law ~ May 13 from 4-6 PM

o

In May of 1871 at the New Bedford Superior Courthouse

Charles Cuffee, a fourteen-year-old African-Anerican,
was convicted of the first-degree nmurder of Benjamn
Howard, a white man. The synposium wll exam ne the
clashing currents of the tinmes in New Bedford whose
people were known for their strong abolition
sentinents and whose population also nunbered many
famlies with racial antagonisns springing from the
| oss of sons, brothers, and husbands in the Cvil War.
A panel led by Carl Cruz will examne the trial of
Charles Cuffee, wth particular attention paid to
Cuffee's lawer, WIIliam Henry Johnson, the first
African-Anerican |awer in Bristol County, a man born
to slavery, bred to be a jockey, and a run-away sl ave
who escaped, eventually settling in the Cty of New
Bedf or d.

Primer on the Law for Young People ~ Date to be announced
o Ateamof |ocal attorneys, experienced educators, and

| aw students fromthe Sout hern New Engl and School of
Law wi || design a m ddl e school/high school teaching
unit on the 1871 trial of Charles Cuffee.

This trial was chosen because it presents a uni que
teachi ng opportunity to address the evol ution of
jurisprudence over the past 150 years in the area of
civil rights, defendant's rights, and race rel ations.
The teaching unit wll address a variety of |egal

i ssues including juvenile justice, the Fifth Anendnment
right to counsel and right to remain silent, and race
relations.



. Synposi um on New Bedford Teachers' Strikes ~ June 11
(location and tine to be announced)

o

In 1969 and 1975, the Bristol County Superior Court
responded to strikes by the New Bedford Teachers
Union. Wiile the first teachers' strike was resolved
W t hout incarcerating teachers, in the 1975 strike,
teachers went to jail. Through the eyes of those

i nvol ved in the | abor negotiations and court

proceedi ngs, including a teacher who went to jail,
this synmposiumw ||l explore the court's response to
the strikes and assess the inpact the strikes had on
community rel ations and upon the lives of both
educat ors and students.

. Synposi um on Watuppa Water Ri ghts cases at Bristol
Community Col | ege ~ Septenber 17

o

. Li zzi

In 1889, the Cty of Fall River depended entirely on
the prosperity of its fifty-seven cotton mlls |ocated
bel ow the 130-foot falls of the Quequechan R ver. From
1883 to 1891, the Superior Court and ultimately the
Suprene Judicial Court, would face three cases known
as Watuppa 1, 2, and 3, that sought to resolve the
conpeting clainms of the Cty of Fall River and mll
owners on use of the Quequechan River. This synposium
will consider that trio of cases in the context of a
broader examnation of public and private rights.
Panelists will also discuss new debates and ideas on
use of the Quequechan River.

e Borden, Redux ~ Miultiple dates and | ocati ons

= New Bedford Superior Courthouse ~ Septenber 24

= Fall River Superior Courthouse ~ Cctober 22

= Taunton Superior Courthouse ~ Novenber 19
Ms. Borden was acquitted of the nmurder of her father
and nother and no other suspect was ever identified
The trial, which took place in 1893 in the New Bedford
Superior Court, continues to interest and intrigue the
public. Not a re-enactnment but in a nock trial, M.
Borden will be tried again with two | awers serving as
team prosecutors and two |awers as team defense. The
audi ence wll vote a verdict.

. Synposi um on Future of the Superior Court at Taunton
Superior Courthouse ~ Qctober 15

(0]

Fifty years fromnow, what will the Massachusetts
Superior Court |ook |ike? What kinds of cases wll

dom nate its docket and how will the court utilize the
t echnol ogy of our nodern world in transacting its

busi ness? These questions wll be a focal point for
the synposiumthat will also closely explore the
chal l enges the court faces in maintaining its



i ndependence in an age of rapid information
di ssem nation through a vast array of nedia outlets.

. Lizzie Borden C.S.I. (Crinme Scene Investigation) ~ Date to
be announced

o

This program which will be held at the Greater New
Bedf ord Regi onal Vocational Technical H gh School

will bring practical understanding of this piece of

| ocal history into the classroom State police
investigators will re-create the bl ood soaked hom ci de
scene. Detective Lieutenant Kenneth F. Martin,
Commandi ng O ficer, Crinme Scene Services Section of

t he Massachusetts State Police, will show high schoo
students how such a scene woul d be exam ned today.

Essex County Honor abl e Richard Wl ch, Chair

. Qutreach by Judges to Students in Essex County

(0]

. Open

In celebration of National Constitution Day in

Sept enber, Judges Richard Wel ch and Christine Roach
spoke to students at North Shore Community Col | ege.

In collaboration with North Shore Community Coll ege
and the “Kids in College” program Judge Richard Wl ch
spoke to el enentary, junior high, and high school
students on four Saturdays at the Newburyport Superior
Court house about the three branches of governnent,
separation of powers, and the history and work of the
Superior Court.

House - “Yankee Honecom ng Event”

In conjunction with the Yankee Honmecom ng Event in
Newbur yport the Superior Courthouse will be open to
the public Sunday afternoon for tours of the ol dest
continuously operating court in the United States.

. Hi stories of Essex County Courthouses

o

Brochures detailing the histories of the courthouses
in Newburyport, Salem and Lawrence are being witten
by judges.

. Framed Tabl ets Displaying H storic Pictures of the Essex
County Superior Courthouses

(0]

Jay WIllianson, the Curator of the Historical Society
of A d Newbury, has researched the archives at the
Peabody Essex Miuseum and ot her |ocations for old

phot ographs of the Essex County Superior Courthouses
and their surroundings. He is preparing three
identical tablets that will display these pictures
together with a narrative explaining the 150'"

Anni versary of the court; they will be hung in each of
the three courthouses.



. Tal k on the Superior Court by Chief Justice Barbara Rouse
to the Essex County Bar Association at the Annual D nner at
Spinelli's in Lynnfield ~ May 21, 6 PM

Franklin County Honor abl e Judd Carhart, Co-Chair

. Educati onal and Cel ebratory Event at Franklin County
Superior Court in Geenfield ~ May 22 from 1-4 PM
Secondary school children invited to participate in nock
trial.

. Interview with Judge Samuel Tisdale, the oldest |iving
Superior Court judge ~ To be shown at courthouse on May 1.

Hanpden County Honor abl e Const ance Sweeney, Co-Chair
Honor abl e Cornelius Mriarty, Co-Chair
. Hi gh School Debate Series ~ February through Apri
o0 The debates will take place at Lower Pioneer Valley
Educati onal Coll aborative in West Springfield and
i ncl ude ten high schools |ocated throughout the
county. After four rounds the finalists will debate
before a | arge public audi ence on Law Day, May 1, at
t he Western New Engl and School of Law.
. WEBY program “State We're In” ~ |ate January
0 Program featured Justice John G eaney (ret.), Judge
Const ance Sweeney, and retired Assistant O erk of
Courts Kathleen MG eal and was devoted to the work of
the Superior Court in Western Massachusetts.
. WEBY program “Around the Water Cool er” ~ Septenber
o A discussion of the 150'" Anniversary of the Superior
Court and the events associated with it.
. Springfield Republican
o The | ocal newspaper plans to print a nunber of essays
witten by judges.
. Western New Engl and Law School s Al umi Magazi ne ~ Spring
o The magazine will feature a cover story and interviews
about the anniversary and the work of the court. A
|ater edition of the magazine will report on the high
school debates.

. Judges Constance Sweeney and Tina Page to speak to Western
New Engl and Law School al umi on February 18.
. Presentation of “The Rivalry,” the Lincoln and Dougl as

debates ~ May (date to be determ ned)
o The play is a professional production that will give a
speci al performance in honor of the anniversary to be
held at Westfield State Coll ege.



Synposiumon the right to counsel at Wstern New Engl and

Law School ~ Cctober

o

The event will focus on the right to counsel and the
devel opnments articulated in LaVallee v. The Justices
of the Hanpden County Superior Court. Suprene
Judi ci al Court Chief Justice Margaret Marshall and
Ant hony Lewis wll participate. A reception and
dinner will follow

. Springfield Senior Internship and Sumrer of W rk and
Lear ni ng

o

Students wi ||l shadow judges and court personnel

Hanpshi re County Honor abl e Judd Carhart, Co-Chair

Honor abl e Mary-Lou Rup, Co-Chair

. Cal vin Cool i dge Commenorative Pl agque Cerenony ~ Date and
tinme to be announced

o

Hanpshire Bar Association to donate brass plaque for
statue on courthouse |lawn for Calvin Coolidge.
Cerenony will feature retired Judge W M chael Ryan as
t he speaker.

. Tal k by Lyndall Gordon on the Lavinia D ckinson case ~ Date
to be announced

. Open House for students ~ Fall date to be announced

o

I ncl udes tours of the courthouse for students and
civil and crimnal informational presentations.

. Hanpshire Gazette will publish a supplenment dedicated to
t he Superior Court

M ddl esex County Honor abl e Christine McEvoy, Chair

. Ki ckof f Event at University of Massachusetts-Lowel|l ~ Apri

30
0

o

Panel discussion on the Belnont nurder trial that was
t he subject of Sebastian Junger’s book A Death in

Bel nront. Panelists will include participants fromthe
actual trial as well as Sebastian Junger, F. Lee
Bail ey (who represented the Boston Strangler), and
comentary by M ddlesex District Attorney Cerard
Leone.

A reception wll follow at the Chancellor’s Residence
host ed by Chancel l or Martin Meehan.

. Law Day Cel ebration, Lowell Superior Courthouse ~ May 1,

2009

o

o

Co-sponsored with the Greater Lowel|l Bar Associ ation,

I nc.

Presentations of the history of the Superior Court and
the Lowel | Superior Courthouse, speeches from
dignitaries, and tour of the courthouse.



0 Hi gh school students who are selected as w nners of an
essay contest regarding Abraham Lincoln will be
recogni zed.

. The Peopl e’ s Law School ~ Septenber through October 2009,
exact dates, tinmes and |location to be determ ned.

o0 Six weekly classes on various |egal and judicial
topics, taught by |lawers and judges, and open to
i nterested nenbers of the public.

0 Individuals who attend all six classes will receive
certificates of conpletion

Nor f ol k County Honor abl e Thomas Connors, Chair

. Norwood Hi gh School Assenbly ~ April 14
o Judge John Connor, Jr. wll address the freshman cl ass
at an assenbly.
. Open House at Norfol k Superior Courthouse ~ May 5 from5-7
PM
o Court will be open to the public. Each courtroomw ||
have a representative of the District Attorney’s
office, the Sheriff’'s office, and the Jury
Comm ssioner’s office to provide information on
hi s/ her particular role and how it relates to the
Superior Court. Bob Hansen fromthe Dedham Hi storical
Society will also be giving tours.
. Norfol k County Bar Associ ation D nner at DedhamH Iton ~
May 13
0 Judge Judith Cowin fromthe Suprene Judicial Court
will be the keynote speaker, with an introduction by
Chi ef Justice Barbara Rouse.
. Sacco and Vanzetti trial will be re-created at Norfol k
Superior Courthouse ~ May 19 at 7 PM
0 Dedham District Court Presiding Judge Maurice
Ri chardson (ret.) has witten the script and wll play
the role of the court officer (narrator). The
prosecution and defense will both present their
closing argunents to the jury.
. Randol ph Hi gh School Assenbly ~ May 22
0 Judge Barbara Dortch-Okara and attorneys fromthe
Norfol k bar will address a peer outreach group as well
as hold a general assenbly at the Junior H gh School.
. Hi storical Exhibit ~ May through Decenber
o A collection of Norfolk County historical photographs
and artifacts will be on display in the courthouse for
jurors, court users, and the public to view throughout
t he year.




. School Qutreach
0 Judges and attorneys will visit a nunber of secondary
schools in Norfolk County. Location, dates, and
judges to be determ ned.

Pl ynout h County Honor abl e Richard Chin, Co-Chair
Honor abl e Paul Troy, Co-Chair
. Educational and Cel ebratory Event at Plynmouth Trial Court

conpl ex sponsored by the Plynmouth County Bar Assoc. ~ May 7

o Hi gh school students will tour the courthouse and
participate in discussions wth judges

o Historical exhibits will be on display in the
court house | obby.

0 A naturalization cerenony for new citizens and their
famlies, as well as distinguished guests previously
naturalized in Plynouth County, will take place in the
|ate norning. State Representative Vinny deMacedo
w Il be the guest speaker.

o An afternoon reception, neet and greet, and tours wl|
conpl ete the day.

. Students from Brockton Hi gh School |aw class were fil nmed
participating in a nock suppression hearing. The filmwll
be shown at Brockton H gh School followed by a question and

answer session with judges and attorneys. It wll also be
shown at the Plynouth Trial Court Conplex to students on
May 7.

Suffol k County Honorabl e Linda G les, Co-Chair

Honor abl e Geral di ne Hines, Co-Chair

. Chi ef Justice Barbara Rouse to appear as a guest on Cerk
Maura Henni gan’s cabl e tel evision show ~ February 10 from 1
- 1:30 PM

. Massachusetts Bar Association Mdck Trial Conpetitions

o February 25 in Courtroom 907 ~ 2-4:30 PM
o March 10 in Courtroom 815 ~ 2-4: 30 PM
o March 18 in Courtroom 916 ~ 2-4:30 PM

. Open House program for Jurors ~ Date in June to be
announced

. A performance by the Theatre Espresso of The Anthony Burns
Story at the John Adans Courthouse, Boston ~ April 15

. Book di scussi on by aut hor Stephani e Schorow on Cocoanut

G ove Fire at the Social Law Library, John Adans
Court house, Boston ~ May 4 from 5-7 PM

. Static exhibit to be installed permanently in the Suffolk
County Courthouse jury assenbly roomin My
. Archi val denonstration at Suffolk County Courthouse ~ My

15 from 12-2 PM



. Jack and the Beanstal k Mock Trial ~ Elenentary School. Date
in md-June to be announced

. Book di scussi on by aut hor Stephen Pul eo on the G eat
Mol asses Fl ood of 1919 at the Social Law Library, John
Adans Court house, Boston ~ Septenber 14 from5-7 PM

Wor cest er County Honor abl e Franci s Fecteau, Co-Chair
Honor abl e Janes Lemre, Co-Chair
. FilmFestival — films to be shown to various student groups

foll owed by discussions |ed by judges and attorneys
o To Kill a Mocking Bird - Wrcester VOKE - February 12
at 8:30-11:30 AM and 6: 30 PM
o Additional filmdates and | ocations to be announced

. Open House at the Wrcester Trial Court Conplex ~ June 4 at
4 PM

o Featuring Chief Justice Barbara Rouse as guest speaker

o Unveiling of restored statue of Mdses by the President
of the Worcester Bar Association

0 Re-enactnent of the trial of Bathsheba Spooner
featuring Madaline Arn, foll owed by a discussion on
how t he case would differ if tried today



